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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were to: (1) identify personal factors, knowledge and work
supportive factors; (2) determine the levels of participation in Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD)
control; (3) explore the relationship between personal factors, HFMD knowledge and work supportive
factors and the participation in HFMD control; and (4) identify problems, obstacles and suggestions related
to the participation in HFMD control. The study was conducted in 215 members selected using stratified
random sampling out of all 484 sub-district disease control committee members in Uttaradit province.
The research instrument was a questionnaire with the reliability value participation of 0.92. Data were
collected and then analyzed to determine frequencies, percentages, and means, and to perform chi-
square test and Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficient. The findings showed that: (1) among
all respondents, most of them were male and married; they were 43 years old on average, their HFMD
knowledge was at a high level (X =8.97, SD=2.40) and work supportive factors were mostly information,

materials, budget, and training or study visit opportunities; (2 ) their overall and aspect-specific

participation levels in HFMD control were moderate (§:3.13 ,SD=0.61); (3) the factors significantly
associated with the participation in the HFMD control committees were sex, marital status, age (r=-2.1),
educational level, HFMD knowledge and training, budget and material support; and (4) the major problem
was a lack of work motivation, operational skills, and community participation. Thus, it is suggested that

the following activities should be organized: morale support, refresher training in HFMD control,

Keywords: Hand Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD), Participation, Sub-district Disease Control Committee
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